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ESPN BUILDS AND DEDICATES MULTIFUNCTIONAL SPORTS SPACE
IN SANTIAGUITO, XOCHIMILCO

Ciudad México celebrates the opening of a new safe space to play and learn
Home to programs teaching young people employability skills through sports
(Mexico City, Mexico): Community leaders, local residents, and youth gathered in Ciudad México, Xochimilco on August 7 to participate in the opening of a new multifunctional sports court dedicated to the local community and its residents. The global project, led by ESPN, has seen six spaces built across Latin America and one in India. 
The court and surrounding area, refurbished with the help of community residents and ESPN and Disney employees, will be home to ongoing programs for young people where they will learn job skills and be empowered to fulfill their potential, all through the power of sports. The program was developed by award-winning organization, A Ganar, which uses sports as a vehicle to provide communities across Latin America with training and skills that lead to employment and enables young people to achieve success in life. Local sport for development organization, Street Soccer México, has been trained in the A Ganar methodology and will deliver the program over the next eight months on the new space.
Hosted by ESPN commentators Miroslava Montemayor and Sergio Dipp, the event was attended by Russell Wolff, executive vice president and managing director, ESPN International; Gerardo Casanova, vice president and general manager, Latin America North; along with community volunteers who helped build the space, local residents and their families, and ESPN and Disney employees. The celebration comprised cultural performances, special recognition of community leaders who volunteered their time to the project, as well as soccer matches open to the community.
“At ESPN we believe that sport has the ability to transform lives, and we are committed to providing resources to enable kids in Mexico City to play sports,” said Russell Wolff, executive vice president and managing director, ESPN International. “This is our second safe space build in Mexico City and we are pleased to collaborate with love.fútbol, A Ganar, Beyond Sport, and Street Soccer Mexico once again to build this court in a community where there is a need, as it can truly make a difference.”   
“As with our first build together in Chimalhuacán, our goal is to improve the quality of life of marginalized youth and vulnerable communities in Mexico. The Xochimilco safe space is an opportunity for young people to use sport to find their way in life and also to provide training for future employment,” said Daniel Copto, CEO and President, Street Soccer México 
love.fútbol, which is known for building community sports facilities all over the world, played a key role in selecting Santiaguito, Xochimilco for the new play space based on need, population and socio-economic status – and specifically because of the severe damage the community suffered as a result of the 2017 earthquake. 
“Given everything this community has gone through over the last year, we’re proud to team up with local and global organizations to ensure that young people in this community have access to a safe, accessible place to play sports,” said Gerardo Casanova, vice president and general manager, Latin America North. “We are thrilled to have been part of the build along with community residents and to be able to support this community with sports programs that inspire social change.”  
###
Contacts:
ESPN – Daniella Canseco – daniella@casanova.mx 
thinkBeyond – Karen Asare – karen.asare@beyondsport.org 
Notes to Editors:
ESPN Corporate Citizenship: ESPN believes that, at its very best, sports uplift the human spirit. Its corporate citizenship programs use the power of sport to positively address society’s needs through strategic community investments, cause marketing programs, collaboration with sports organizations and employee volunteerism, while also utilizing its diverse media assets. 

ESPN Latin America/Caribbean: Launched in 1989, ESPN’s pan-regional Latin America network transmits to 18 countries and territories, in high definition, divided by North, South, Brazilian and Caribbean feeds to better serve the fans in each region, broadcasting in Spanish, Portuguese and English. ESPN is currently available in over 39.5 million homes in the region. ESPN offers regional networks that include ESPN, ESPN2 (Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay), ESPN 2 (Bolivia, Chile, Perú), ESPN 2 (Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela), ESPN+-; - ESPN Brasil; ESPN+; ESPN Extra, and ESPN3, which was introduced in 2011 as the first ESPN network in the region available via television, computers, tablets and mobile. ESPN3 has two feeds (North and South) to better serve the region. ESPN offers a wide variety of sports events relevant to each market in Spanish-speaking Latin America, including UEFA Champions League, La Liga, English Premier League, Bundesliga, Serie A, Ligue 1, Liga MX, all major soccer leagues and events, golf, cricket, rugby, tennis, MLB, motor sports, NBA, NFL, etc.

love.fútbol: love.fútbol creates community sports fields that act as community centers and catalysts for sustainable social change. For this project, love.fútbol managed the engagement of the community, ensuring that they were involved from the outset. They oversaw the construction of the sports space and helped facilitate local leadership and ownership of the space to ensure long-term sustainability. They led on identifying the community selected for the project and facilitated the local partnerships that enabled the project to occur.

A Ganar: Led by Partners of the Americas, the A Ganar Alliance combats youth unemployment in Latin America and the Caribbean using team sports. In essence, A Ganar is a youth employment program wrapped inside of a ball. At-risk youth, ages 16-24, acquire marketable job expertise by building on six core sport-based skills: teamwork, communication, discipline, respect, a focus on results, and continual self-improvement. In 7-9 months, youth learn life and vocational skills and complete internships with local businesses. They learn to bring the best values of sport and apply them to the workplace. 

Street Soccer México: Street Soccer México is a non-profit organization that seeks to improve the lives of individuals living in marginalized communities due to distinct circumstances. Using sport as a catalyst for social change, they foster positive experiences for participants so that they can stay away from negative influences such as living on the streets, drugs, and other substance abuse; and at the same time be able to rebuild an image of dignity and respect for themselves. Their training sessions and participation in tournaments are gateways in this transformative process, where an individual can surpass living in marginalization to become an "active citizen".

Por Amor a Xochimilco: Provides comprehensive social assistance to strengthen families and community development to social groups with desired objectives guided by innovation, ethics and respect for people, the environment and culture.

thinkBeyond: thinkBeyond helps organizations and people that do good, do it better through sport. As the consultancy arm of Beyond Sport, they are the global experts in providing consultancy and strategy delivery to brands, sports leagues and teams, federations, talent and governments who want to do good business and create positive social change. Having helped develop this initiative with ESPN, thinkBeyond now supports in the implementation of the project around the world.

